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Chinese New Year is a time when friends and family
gather to celebrate new beginnings and prosperity with
tantalizing cuisine, joyful entertainment, and festive dé-
cor. Whether you're putting together an intimate dinner
party or a large boisterous shindig, Carolyn Chen of The
Special Day, Inc. shows us how to best entertain guests
this lunar new year by infusing deep-rooted traditions with
modern day inspiration.
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Flowers and Decor

It's amazing how flowers can bring a room to lifel New year florals have traditionally included
peonies, azaleas, and water lilies. Complement these choices with blossoms such as red
roses or burgundy dahlias for eye-popping displays. With the organic theme being all the
rage in recent years, feel free to incorporate the auspicious bamboo or citrus fruits such as
tangerine and kumaquats into your arrangements for an updated twist on traditional decor.

Traditions with a Twist

Instead of hanging red paper lanterns all throughout the space, designate a central location
with a concentration of mis-matched or various sized lanterns. A fun way to incorporate red
envelopes, or "hongbao”, is to hang them on a small tree or an arrangement of branches.
You can fill the envelopes with money or gold wrapped candies for younger guests who will
enjoy picking them off the arrangement. Celebrate the upcoming year of the tiger by prepar-
ing a tiger-shaped pinata filled with lots of gold candies for the children to win. New year
parties are all about noise and laughter, so don’t be afraid to add noisemakers to the mix.

Culinary Creativity
A whole fish or chicken, glutinous sweet rice cake, hot pot and many other symbolic dishes
are synonymous with Chinese New Year cuisine. With the foundations laid out, there's

room for additional creativity in the kitchen. Try cooking the whole chicken with Shitake
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mushroom-miso sauce. Or, instead of steaming sweet rice cake, cut the dessert into small slices,
wrap them individually with spring roll wrappers, and deep fry them for a delicious and unique
creation.

Signature Style

Serve a signature drink incorporating orange or tangerine flavors, fruits that are symbols of good
fortune for the coming year. You can serve a red drink such as a pomegranate martini or simply
serve liquids in red glassware. If you're planning a large dinner party, select a specialty cocktail
that can be made in large batches and in advance. Create white wine sangria with an Asian twist
by adding lychee juice and sake, a concoction which pairs perfectly with noodles. No matter the
cocktail, have fun with it.

Happy New Year, Gong Xi Fa Cai — and be inspired to do something new this year!
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